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Product Group: Trowels 
Model:  WALK BEHINDS 
 

This bulletin is provided for technical reference and service related updates. If you have any questions, comments or do not wish to receive these e-mails, please reply to this 
e-mail or call the Service Technical Support Group 800 478-1244. 

 

SAFETY KILL SWITCH 

IDENTIFYING THE SAFETY KILL SWITCH 
 

 

The Safety Kill Switch, This switch is placed on the trowel for protection in the event an 
operator loses control of the trowel, this switch will shut down the engine. 

OPERATION OF THE SAFETY KILL SWITCH 

OLD STYLE 
 

 

NEW STYLE 
 

 

MQ PART# 1103 
 

 

MQ PART# 20856 
 

 

 When unit is running and the handle is let go it will 
turn (swing) to the left.  

 

 For safety the switch is designed to turn off the 
engine at approximately a quarter of a turn. 

 

 The switch works on centrifugal force. 
 

 This can be tested with the engine running at idle 
speed, and placed in an open area. 
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TESTING THE SAFETY KILL SWITCH 

To test the safety kill switch, make sure the switch lever moves back and forth freely, 
also locate the terminals on the bottom of the switch to check for continuity between 
the terminals. 

 

Terminals 

Lever 

With a meter check for continuity between the terminals, 
there should be no continuity with the lever in the on 
position. 
 

There should be continuity between the terminals when 
the lever is in the off position. 
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SAFETY KILL SWITCH TEARDOWN 

If the switch fails the continuity test remove the safety 
switch cover and inspect the contacts inside. 
 

Make sure the contacts are not worn, stretched or 
broken. 
 

NOTE: when removing the cover remember the top 
left screw next to the on position is shorter then the 
others. 
 

Make sure the lever is making a good connection 
between the contacts. 
 


